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~ Short Stories ~
Plot Graph Terminology
Introduction - The beginning of the plot found in the opening sentences or paragraphs of a story.  It introduces the setting (mood, time and place), characters and themes.

Inciting Incident – The event that triggers the plot’s rising action.  The beginning of the story’s main conflict or problem.
Rising Action – Conflicts in the story progress and build, leading to greater interest and suspense.

· “Conflict” is the struggle resulting from the interaction of two opposing forces.

Climax – The point of highest interest in the plot; the turning point in the action where the protagonist wins or loses.  The conflict is resolved and/or the problem is solved.
Falling Action – The conflicts in the story are explained: the action ends in success or failure, mysteries are solved, misunderstandings are cleared up or an important discovery is made.
Resolution – Ties up the story’s “loose ends” and implies what may happen in the future.  The resolution may also present a moral lesson.
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