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~ Short Stories ~

Character Development
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT is used to add detail to a character’s personality throughout a story.  It is also used to show how a character changes during a story.  Character development is presented using the following methods:

1) PHYSICAL DESCRIPTIONS – What a character looks like and how

he/she presents himself/herself.

2) WORDS – What a character says and how he/she says it.

3) ACTIONS – What a character does and how he/she treats others.

4) WHAT OTHERS THINK/SAY – What other characters think or say

       about the character in question and

       how they treat him/her.

There are also different types of characters:

ROUND CHARACTER

· is well-developed throughout the story

· we learn more about this type of character throughout the story

· is unpredictable, realistic and unique

· has many sides to his/her personality

FLAT CHARACTER
· not well-developed throughout the story
· we don’t learn much about him/her throughout the story
· is predictable, unrealistic and stereotypical

· very one-sided

DYNAMIC CHARACTER
· changes significantly throughout the story as he/she faces challenges

STATIC CHARACTER
· does not change throughout the story, even when facing challenges
