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~ On the Sidewalk Bleeding ~
News Report Assignment
Write the newspaper article that would have appeared in The Record if Andy’s death had occurred in this area (you will need to make up some elements in your news report, such as the characters’ full names, specific locations, etc.).

ASSIGNMENT REQUIREMENTS:

1) Begin by determining the information your article will report to the public.  To do this, complete each of the questions in the 5Ws section on the ARTICLE OUTLINE handout.
2) After completing the 5Ws questions, prioritize each piece of information by numbering them according to importance, ONE (1) being of the GREATEST IMPORTANCE and FIVE (5) being of the LEAST IMPORTANCE.  Remember, the information you determine to be the most important is to appear first in your article.
3) Next, choose at least TWO (2) characters to quote in your article.  Answer the questions in the QUOTATIONS section on the ARTICLE OUTLINE handout to document the important information about these quotations and who will be speaking them.
4) Then, answer the questions in the OTHER IMPORTANT DETAILS section on the ARTICLE OUTLINE handout in order to add detail, depth and realism to your article.  Incorporate a minimum of THREE (3) in your article.
5) Lastly, write your news article according to the requirements stated on the appropriate notes and handouts received in class.  Following are some of the other assignment requirements you need to include:
· A ROUGH COPY of your article must be handed in with your good copy.
· The good copy of your article must be neatly TYPED.

· Your article must be at least 250 WORDS in length.

· Begin your article with an appropriate HEADLINE.

· A correctly placed BYLINE should identify you as being the author.

· An appropriate PHOTOGRAPH must accompany the article, along with a CAPTION written below the photo.

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________
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~ News Report Assignment ~

Marking Scheme
ARTICLE OUTLINE
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· All questions are answered completely and show depth, thought and effort:

	· Who?
	· What?
	· When?
	· Where?
	· Why?


· The “5Ws” have been properly and clearly prioritized according to their importance.

· o “Quotations” are insightful and realistic given the article’s topic.

· “Other Important Details” are insightful and show strong thought and effort in considering the story as a whole.
ARTICLE CONTENT
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· 5Ws are answered thoroughly and effectively:
	· Who?
	· What?
	· When?
	· Where?
	· Why?


· o At least TWO (2) appropriate quotations are included in the article.
· o o At least THREE (3) OTHER IMPORTANT DETAILS are used to add depth and detail to the article.
ARTICLE FORMAT
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· Article is at least 250 words in length.

· Article is written in the inverted pyramid structure.
· Article is written in short, one (1) to two (2) sentence paragraphs.

· A properly-located headline and byline are found at the top of the article (the headline is in large, bolded letters).
· o An appropriate photograph and caption accompany with the article.

ARTICLE STYLE
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· Objective tone is used consistently throughout the article.

· Language and word choice are appropriate for the intended audience.

· All paragraphs are indented and used effectively (e.g. quotation).

· Correct use of spelling, grammar, punctuation and sentence structure.
· A rough copy of the article is handed in with the good copy.

~ News Report Assignment ~
Article Outline
5Ws
	# __
	1) WHO is the article about?  Name as many characters as you can think of
as well as their involvement in the article’s events.

· __________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________
· __________________________________________________

	# __
	2) WHAT happened in the story?  Describe the events about which you are
reporting.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

	# __
	3) WHEN did the events taking place in the story occur (e.g. date, time of
day, time of year, etc.)?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	# __
	4) WHERE did the events take place (e.g. location, landmarks, etc.)? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	# __
	5) WHY did the events take place?  Remember, you are limited to reporting only the information gained by speaking to witnesses and police officers

at the scene.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________


QUOTATIONS

Quotation #1

Speaker: __________________________________________________
Role in the Story: ___________________________________________
Quotation: ________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Quotation #2
Speaker: __________________________________________________
Role in the Story: ___________________________________________
Quotation: ________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Quotation #3
Speaker: __________________________________________________
Role in the Story: ___________________________________________
Quotation: ________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
OTHER IMPORTANT DETAILS
What other details do you need to include to add depth and detail to the

story?  Record a minimum of THREE (3) below in order of importance.
1) ______________________________________________________
2) ______________________________________________________
3) ______________________________________________________
4) ______________________________________________________
5) ______________________________________________________
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