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Newspaper Vocabulary
MASTHEAD – Information about the newspaper, such as the name of the publishing company, names of the offices of the company, location of editorial offices, editorship and distribution facts, all usually found at the top of the editorial page.
( NAMEPLATE (a.k.a. BANNER) –  The name of the newspaper as it appears at the top of the front page.  It is set in a particular style of type to be distinctive and easily recognized.
( HEADLINE –  An explanatory title over a newspaper article summarizing the main point for the reader.

( BYLINE –  The name of the article’s writer (usually printed at the very top of the story).

( LEAD –  The first few sentences or the first paragraph of a news story, containing a summary of events or the introduction to the story.

( CAPTION –  A line of text located below a photograph in the newspaper to explain what is depicted in the picture above.

( CREDIT LINE –  A line giving the source of a picture (located along the photo’s border).
( JUMPLINE –  A line at the end of an incomplete article on the cover page indicating the page within the newspaper on which the story continues (e.g. SEE HERO STUDENT: PAGE A3).
( 5WH – WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, HOW; the major questions answered in the lead of a well-written news story.
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Latimer decision angers
advocates for disabled

By MARTIN O'HANLON
The Canadian Press

BATTLEFORD, Sask. — Robert
Latimer’s long-running legal saga took
a dramatic turn Monday when a judge
set aside the law and handed him a
sentence of two years less a day for
killing his disabled daughter.

In a precedent-setting decision that
outraged disabled rights activists,
Justice Ted Noble granted Latimer a
constitutional exemption from the
mandatory penalty for second-degree
murder.

The Saskatchewan farmer had faced
the prospect of 25 years in prison with
no chance of parole for 10 years.

Noble said Latimer should serve one
year in a provincial jail and spend the
remainder confined to his farm in
nearby Wilkie. But experts say he will
likely be released on parole in a few
months.

A weary-looking Latimer sat calmly
in the prisoner’s dock as the sentence
was read. He was later whisked away
in an RCMP cruiser to begin his sen-
tence.

“Well, things keep improving, I
guess,” Latimer said.

Latimer’s wife Laura seemed rela-
tively pleased by the decision.

“I think Judge Noble was a judge of
courage,” she said.

Robert Latimer leaves the court house
in police custody in Battleford, Sask.
Monday.

Noble agreed with the defence argu-
ment that given the circumstances of
the case, the minimum sentence would
amount to cruel and unusual punish-
ment.

“1 find that Mr. Latimer’s Sec. 12
charter right has been violated and
that he be granted a constitutional ex-
emption from the sentence,” Noble
said.

Please see JUDGE, page 2

The Canadian Press

The case of Robert Latimer was a national front-page story. He was accused of murdering his
twelve-year-old daughter, Tracy, who was severely disabled. The original story of Latimer's
arrest was followed by related news stories about the trial and sentencing.
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Masthead:
nameplate of the
newspaper
Headline: catches
the reader’s atten-
tion and gives clues
to the story’s content
By-line: name of the
person who wrote
the story

Wire service: name
of the news agency
that distributed the
story

Date line (or place
line): tells where the
story happened
Lead: introduction to
the text

Who? What? When?
Where? Why? How?
Body: details and
additional informa-
tion provided in short
paragraphs
Photograph: picture
of the main subject
Caption: tells what
the photograph is
depicting

. Quotations: quoted

dialogue of what
someone actually
said

Reference: tells
where in the
newspaper the
rest of the article
appears
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