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Important Short Story Terminology
SETTING: The setting includes the geographical location and the time, date or time period of the story.
e.g.  The primary setting for the Harry Potter novels/movies is Hogwart’s School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.  These stories are set during the present day.
POINT-OF-VIEW:  The perspective from which people, events and

 other details in the story are viewed or told.
e.g.  The Harry Potter novels are told from the perspective of Harry Potter, himself.  This way, the reader gets to experience events the way that Harry does and know what Harry thinks and how he feels.
PROTAGONIST:  The main character in a story.  He/She is often the hero, the leader or the main champion of events.
e.g.  The protagonist in the Harry Potter series is Harry Potter, himself.  This is because he is the character around whom the story’s events are focused.
ANTAGONIST:  The character who opposes or is against the protagonist/main character.  The antagonist usually tries to prevent the protagonist from reaching his/her goals.
e.g.  The primary antagonist in the Harry Potter stories is Voldemort, although most of the stories also have other, more specific antagonists.
THEME:  The story’s central or dominant idea.  While short stories usually only have one theme, longer novels or movies can have several.
e.g.  One theme or dominant idea from the Harry Potter series is that “One must face one’s own fears in order to overcome them.”
