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Grade 9 Applied English


Course Description

This course is designed to develop the key oral communication, reading, writing, and media literacy skills students need for success in secondary school and daily life. Students will read, interpret, and create a variety of informational, literary, and graphic texts. An important focus will be on identifying and using appropriate strategies and processes to improve students’ comprehension of texts and to help them communicate clearly and effectively.  The course is intended to prepare students for the Grade 10 applied English course, which leads to College or Workplace preparation courses in Grades 11 and 12.
Identifying Information
	Course Title:
	English, Grade 9

	Course Code:
	ENG1PI

	Course Type:
	Applied

	Grade:
	9

	Credit Value:
	1

	Ministry Document:
	The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10: Engilsh, 2007, Revised

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/grade9.html

	Textbook:
	Crossroads 9, Skellig



Course Units

	Unit
	Description - Weight (70%)

	1
	Short Stories
· Read, analyze and discuss a selection of short stories from Crossroads 9.

	2
	Poetry
· Read, analyze and discuss poetic devices and how they communicate meaning.

	3
	Mythology
· Read, analyze, and discuss a number of Greek myths, focusing on the importance of the Gods, Goddesses and the quest and the hero pattern.

	4
	Novel Study
· Read, analyze, and discuss how literary devices communicate meaning in a novel 

	5
	Media

· Each unit above contains a media project or component. (i.e. Poetry: Analyze song lyrics and music videos and their influence on pop culture.)

· Using social media (i.e.  blogging) to explore reactions to a variety of texts

	6
	Final Assessment (30%)

· Summative Essay (10%)

· Summative Presentation (10%)

· Novel Test (10%)


Essential Course Components
To be successful in this course, you must be able to demonstrate all of the following skills:
· Participate in an organized oral discussion analyzing a text

· Understand and create a variety of media texts, including social media, using varying techniques for different purposes
· Use the writing process to generate, gather and organize ideas and information to write for an intended purpose and audience
· Edit and revise writing using a knowledge of language conventions, form and style
· Speak and listen using a number of strategies to create and make meaning for a variety of purposes
· Read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of texts using a range of strategies.
· Recognize a variety of text forms and literary devices and demonstrate an understanding of how they communicate meaning.
· Extend understanding of a variety of texts by making connections between the ideas in them and personal experience, other texts and the world.
· Reflect on skills and strategies to identify areas of strengths and areas needing improvement in writing, media studies, oral communication and reading.
Teacher Contact Information

The teacher for this course is Ms. Redfearn
I can be reached at 519-880-9979 x5064 or jain_redfearn@wrdsb.on.ca.
You can also visit my webpage at  jainredfearn.weebly.com.

Procedures

Key values of Sir John A. Macdonald Secondary School and the WRDSB include respect, responsibility, honesty, and trustworthiness.  Our expectations for student behaviour and academic conduct come from these core values.  In accordance with WRDSB guidelines outlined in the Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting Handbook, the following policies are in effect for each subject at SJAM:

a) Late and Missed Assignments
It is the expectation that students will submit all required work by the assigned deadlines as evidence of their learning of essential skills.

· Failure to do so may result in a loss of credit; however, in consultation with the teacher and the appropriate administrator, additional opportunities will be afforded to students to demonstrate their learning of the essential skills. 

· If one or more essential skills are not demonstrated, students in Grades 9 and 10 may receive an “I” and will not be granted credit for the course.  Students in Grades 11 and 12 risk losing credit for the course.

· The Learning Skills section of the student’s Provincial Report Card will be used to reflect incidents of late and missed assignments.

b) Cheating and Plagiarism
It is the expectation that students will submit their own, original work for the purpose of demonstrating their learning.  In the event that cheating or plagiarism occurs, the following consequences may be implemented, in consultation with administration, depending on the situation:

· The student may be required to redo all or part of the assignment or assessment.

· The student may be required to complete an alternate assignment or assessment.

· The student’s work may be treated as a missed assignment.

· Additional consequences for cheating or plagiarizing material may include a loss of access to SJA academic awards and scholarship opportunities.  As well, potential disciplinary actions may include suspension. 

· The Learning Skills section of the student’s Provincial Report Card will be used to reflect incidents of cheating and plagiarism.
c) Waterloo Region District School Board Policy for Provincial Report Card marks below 50%
For grades 9 and 10:
If a student does not earn the credit for this course, the student’s mark will be reported as follows:
· a mark of 45%.

or

· an "I" for insufficient evidence.

Agreement

Please print your name and sign below indicating you have read and understand the requirements for successful completion of this course.
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