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Introduction/Main Idea

· also called the “topic sentence”
· ALWAYS indent the first sentence!

Supporting Statements
· also called the “body,” “supporting evidence,” “facts” or “explanation”
Conclusion
· also called the “summary”
· ties into your introduction

· answers the question, “So what?”

	The Five-Sentence Paragraph
	Point•Proof•Explanation•Conclusion

	INTRODUCTION
· In a TOPIC SENTENCE, you need to tell the person reading what you’re writing about.

· In a stand-alone paragraph, this can include your THESIS, which is a statement of what you’re going to prove in this paragraph.
	POINT
· In a TOPIC SENTENCE, you need to tell the person reading the POINT of the paragraph, or what you’re writing about.

· In a stand-alone paragraph, this can include your THESIS, which is a statement of what you’re going to prove in this paragraph.

	REASON #1
· This is the first of your three (3) facts to support your TOPIC SENTENCE and/or THESIS.

· If you need to explain this fact and how it explains/supports your TOPIC SENTENCE, include an additional sentence to do so.

· e.g.  “First of all…”, “For example…”
	PROOF
· This sentence tells the reader what PROOF you have to support the claim you made in the first sentence.

· e.g.  “For example…”, “To illustrate…”

	REASON #2
· This is the second of your three (3) facts to support your TOPIC SENTENCE and/or THESIS.
· If you need to explain this fact and how it explains/supports your TOPIC SENTENCE, include an additional sentence to do so.

· e.g.  “Secondly…”, “For instance…”
	EXPLANATION
· In this sentence [or two (2)], EXPLAIN how your PROOF supports your POINT.  

· Make sure that the reader will understand HOW your proof supports your point, therefore making your statement correct without a shadow of a doubt.

	REASON #3
· This is the last of your three (3) facts to support your TOPIC SENTENCE and/or THESIS.

· If you need to explain this fact and how it explains/supports your TOPIC SENTENCE, include an additional sentence to do so.

· e.g.  “Finally…”, “To illustrate…”
	· If you need more than one (1) sentence to explain your proof, use a second.

	CONCLUSION
· This sentence is used to conclude your paragraph by reminding the reader of your TOPIC and THESIS.

· e.g.  “Therefore…”, “In conclusion…”
	CONCLUSION
· This sentence is used to conclude your paragraph by reminding the reader of your TOPIC and THESIS.
· e.g.  “Therefore…”, “In conclusion…”
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Sample Paragraphs

Five-Sentence Paragraph


For a secondary school English teacher, Mr. Richardson is pretty cool.

First of all, he really enjoys watching exciting television shows such as 24, CSI: Crime Scene Investigation and Prison Break.  Secondly, he listens to a lot of popular music, like Bon Jovi, Linkin Park and Barenaked Ladies.  Lastly, in his spare time, he plays many different video games, like Halo 3, NHL 08 and Super Mario Galaxy.  Therefore, Mr. Richardson is a pretty cool English teacher.

Point•Proof•Explanation•Conclusion Paragraph

For a secondary school English teacher, Mr. Richardson is pretty cool.  To illustrate this, he enjoys playing video games in his spare time.  For example, just this weekend, he spent several hours playing Halo 3 with his younger brother.  Currently, Halo 3 is a very popular video game and is played by many young gamers, and this shows how Mr. Richardson is in-touch with his students and their interests.  Therefore, Mr. Richardson is a pretty cool English teacher.

