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~ ENG 1PI ~
Five Paragraph Essays

What is an essay?
· An essay is a written collection of points, proof and explanations that are organized and divided neatly into paragraphs.

· Always remember that it is a written form of communication and therefore must be clear, organized and easily understandable to those reading.
What is the purpose of an essay?
· In this case, an essay is used to state and support an opinion with proof and explanation.

· Essays can be used to persuade others to agree with your opinion.

Why do we write five (5) paragraph essays?
· The first paragraph is the INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH.  The last paragraph is the CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH.  The middle THREE (3) paragraphs are the BODY PARAGRAPHS.

· Each body paragraph states and explains a different point to help you prove your opinion.  An opinion is always stronger when it has more supporting facts!

What is the difference between OPINION and FACT?  Which is stronger?
· An OPINION is one individual’s personal belief on a subject.  Everyone is welcome to have an opinion, but not every opinion is based on fact.  Opinions can be based on what a person has heard from others, and is therefore subject to bias.

· FACT is truth.  Facts can be supported, upheld and proven by evidence.  Therefore, fact is stronger than opinion.
· For this reason, make sure that you phrase and word your essays as if they are FACT, not simply OPINION.

